[Liver transplantation as school for visceral surgery--experiences for perioperative management].
Liver transplantation is one of the most extensive operations in visceral surgery. Preexisting cardiopulmonary abnormalities, disturbances of glucose, hormone, and electrolyte metabolism and cirrhosis-associated diseases, including hypersplenism with thrombopenia and severe coagulopathy, require advanced surgical skills. Optimal perioperative intensive care management is necessary because of the patient's immunosuppressed condition. In principle, patient management after liver transplantation is similar to that performed after major visceral surgery. However, special attention should be paid to initial liver perfusion and function. Like for sepsis in visceral surgery, in liver transplantation monitoring of cytokines and other mediators is important. New approaches for bioartificial liver support in patients with acute liver failure have primarily been developed as a bridging system to liver transplantation, but they may also be of value for patients with septic liver failure or liver failure after major liver resections.